26              Gossip in a Library

Thomas Blener Hasset, a soldier on service in
Guernsey Castle, thought that the magisterial ladies
had been neglected, and proceeded in 1578 to sing
the fall of princesses. It is needless to continue the
roll of poets, but it is worth while to point out the
remarkable fact that each new candidate held up the
mirror to the magistrates so precisely in the manner
of his predecessors, that it is difficult to distinguish
Newton from Baldwin, or Churchyard from Niccols,
Richard Niccols, who is responsible for the col-
lection in its final state, was a person of adventure,
who had fought against Cadiz in the Ark, and
understood the noble practice of the science of
artillery. By the time it came down to him, in
1610, the Mirror for Magistrates had attained such
a size that he was obliged to omit what had formed
a pleasing portion of it, the prose dialogues which
knit the tales in verse together, such pleasant familiar
chatter between the poets as " Ferrers, said Baldwin,
take you the chronicles and mark them as they
come/' and the like. It was a pity to lose all this,
but Niccols had additions of his own verse to make;
ten new legends entitled " A Winter Night's Vision/'
and a long eulogy upon Queen Elizabeth, " England's
Eliza." He would have been more than human,
if he had not considered all this far more valuable
than the old prose babbling in black letter. This
copy of mine is of the greatest rarity, for it contains
two dedicatory sonnets by Richard Niccols, one
addressed to Lady Elizabeth Clere and the other
to the Earl of Nottingham, which seem to have been
instantly suppressed, and are only known to exist
in this and, I believe, one or two other examples of